WAIT TILL THE SUN SHINES, NELLIE

1905

The composers of this popular classic, Andrew B. Sterling and Harry Von Tilzer, were two of
the premier songwriters of the early 20th Century. Sterling, a native of New York City, began his
career by writing parodies on popular songs of the day and continued writing special music for
vaudeville acts throughout his long career. Harry Von Tilzer grew up in Indianapolis, Indiana and

- was the brother of Albert Von Tilzer; also a successful songwriter and a music publisher. Harry
toured with a circus at age 14 and with burlesque and stock theater companies. In 1902 he started
his own very successful music publishing company.

There is a certain folk quality about this song, a reminder that simplicity and naturalness are
part of the secret to successful songwriting. “Wait Till The Sun Shines, Nellie” is certainly near the
top of the list of all-time favorite barbershop harmony songs. ,

By ANDREW B. STERLING and HARRY VON TILZER

(1874-1955) - (1872-1946)
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stay home,Joe,” she cried. “There’s a pic- nic too, . at the Old Point View,_It’s a
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“Wait till the sun shines, Nel - lie, When  the clouds go  drift -
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Additional verse:

~ “How I long,” she s1ghed “for a trolley nde

Just to show my brand new gown.’

Then she gazed on high with a gladsome cry
For the sun came shining down. -

And she looked so sweet on the big front seat
As the car sped on its way;.

And she whispered low, “Say, - you ’re all nght Joe; .

You just won my heart today.”
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