THE STORY OF THE ROSE
(HEART OF MY HEART)

1899

The true identity of “Alice” remains a mystery, and little more is known about the composer,
Andrew Mack, except that he was an Irish tenor and actor in New York City. The chorus of the
song, also known as “Heart Of My Heart,” is practically an anthem for barbershop singers. Our
version includes the seldom heard verses, which tell the pretty love story in metaphorical terms, a
lyric device which enjoyed some favor in the 1890s and early 1900s. The song was immortalized in
1926 by one of the few songs that contains a song title within its title, “The Gang That Sang
‘Heart Of My Heart’ ,” another favorite among four-part harmonizers.

Words by “ALICE” Music by ANDREW MACK
( - ) (1863-1931)
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