THE SIDEWALKS OF NEW YORK

1894

Charles Lawlor, from Dublin, Ireland, was a vaudevﬂle singer in New York when he asked h1s
friend, native New Yorker, hat salesman, and part-time lyricist James Blake, to write some words for
a melody he had composed. He asked for “something about New York.” The result was what is
perhaps the best known song about the city. Other songs about the famous city are “The Bowery,”
“In Old New York™ and “The Streets Of New York,” but none of these was as successful as
“The Sidewalks Of New York.”

The lyric of the song gives a brief glimpse into the everyday life of the big city in 1894 and
remains as popular today as it was when it was composed almost 100 years ago.

‘Words by JAMES W. BLAKE : Music by CHARLES B. LAWLOR
(1862-1935) ) (1852-1925)
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Additional berses:

That’s where Johnny Casey and little Jinmy Crowe,

With Jakey Krause, the baker, who always had the dough,
Pretty Nelly Shannon, with a dude as light as cork,

First picked up the waltz step on the sidewalks of New York.

Things have changed since those times, some are up in “G,”
- Others they are wanderers, but they all feel just like me.

They would part with all they’ve got could they but once more walk

With their best girl and have a twirl on the sidewalks of New York.
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