SHE IS MORE TO BE PITIED THAN CENSURED

1898

This late 19th century “pathetic” ballad contends with “She May Have Seen Better Days,”
“The Pardon Came Too Late,” “The Picture That Is Turned Toward The Wall,” and a host of
others for the top tearjerker award of the sentimental *90s. We may snicker at the lyrics of these
songs today, but even so, there may be a grain or two of truth in their messages. :

Little is known of William Gray except that he was a music publisher and song writer “whose
compositions are sung in every civilized country on earth,” or so it was claimed. Some of those -
songs are “Old Jim’s Christmas Hymn,” “Take Back The Engagement Ring” and “The Volunteer

Organist.”
By WILLIAM B. GRAY
( -1932)
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Additional verse: _
There’s an old-fashioned church ’round the comer

Where the neighbors all gathered one day,
While the parson was preaching a sermon

O’er a soul that had just passed away. :
"Twas this same wayward girl from the Bow’ry
Who a life of adventure had led;

Did the clergyman jeer at her downfall?
No, he asked for God’s mercy and said:

o
i Sy S vl
o~ (T g
- That a man  wasthe cause of it all. For a
P N s I N I ) I
o —F—=®
;‘ V T SN i : \y | L
her down - fall.
) 65 } 66 67 . | m J n
174 1 ] E’“ - f;‘
§) : ' 3 T — i \__/r v
mo - ment  just stop and con - sid - er__— ._. ' That a
R Lol
— fL | | 2 £
) | - —
tenor melody all.
) 69 J g‘l 0 g, __J) 71 el/l—_-\nhel
= —t 0
v l J 4 1 I '
8 man was the cause of it all, of it all.
(b) J- | 1t %: .P l .
5 = :- " —¢g —|
S' v : ¥ |'1 { ]] I i o]

161



